BOARD OF REGISTRARS OF VOTERS

Margaret A, Toomey, City Clerk
Michael R. LaBonte, Chair
Robert E. Des Marais

- Sam S. Meas

January 12, 2012

City Council President John A. Michitson
& Members of the City Council

RE: Proposed Changes in Polling Locations for 2012 Elections
Dear Mr. President and City Council Members:

The Board of Registrars is proposing that the locations on the attached list be designated as polling
places in Haverhill for alf elections beginning in 2012. As you know last year the City was required by
State law to redraw its wards and precincts in order to reflect population changes reported in the 2010
Federal Census. After the plan was approved by the State, the Registrars reviewed Haverhill’s current
polling places to determine if any changes should be made in the location of polls because of the
Ward/Precinct revisions.

We are therefore making the following recommendations:

e Ward 2, Precinct 01 — Move the polling place from the First Church of Christ to Zion Bible
College to provide voters with easier accessibility and more parking..

o Ward 4, Precinct 02 — Move the polling place from the Second Baptist Church to Notthern
Essex Community College. The Church is located on Amesbury Line Road, and many voters
have complained of the distance that they have to travel to vote. We believe thata polling place
at Northern Essex would be more convenient to the majority of voters.

e Ward 6, Precinet 01 — Move the polling place from St. James School to Haverhill High School.
6-01 has been redrawn so that the precinct is now located completely on the west side of the
Little River. However, voters in 6-01 currently vote at the St. James School, which is on the east
side of the river. Since 6-01 is now much closer to Haverhill High School than St. James School,
we believe that it would be more convenient for voters.
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e Ward 5, Precinct 03 — Move the polling place from Haverhill High School to the West
Congregational Church. The High School currently hosts polling places for Ward 1, Precinct 03
and Ward 5, Precinet 03. If the 6-01 change is approved, there would be three polls at the High
School. To alleviate this, the Board proposes moving 5-03 to the West Congregational Church,
which is physically located in 5-03 and would be more convenient for voters in that precinct.

e  Ward 3, Precinct 01A - the subprecinct at 25 Washington Square - was eliminated in the
reprecincting plan. The residents have now been included in Ward 1, Precinct 02, which votes at
25 Washington Square.

Please note that any voter whose polling place has been changed will be notified by mail of the

change prior to the March 6™ Presidential Primary.

Thank you for your consideration of our recommendations. If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact the Board.

Very truly yours,

Michael R. LaBonte
Chair
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