[bookmark: _GoBack]This webpage provides information about the Haverhill landfill closure project.
Background
The 71-acre landfill site is located in the eastern part of Haverhill off Old Groveland Road between Old Groveland Road and the Merrimack River adjacent to the Groveland town line. The site is comprised of a number of parcels owned by the City and Aggregate Industries - Northeast Region, Inc.
The landfill was operated for municipal and commercial refuse from the late 1930’s to 1981.  From 1982 until 1996, sludge generated from Haverhill’s Municipal Wastewater Treatment Plant and beater waste from the Haverhill Paperboard Company were disposed of at the landfill. Since 1996 the landfill has remained inactive. Approximately 60 acres of the 71 acres that comprise the landfill site were historically landfilled.
The City and Aggregate are under an Administrative Consent Order (ACO) executed in January 1999 with the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) to close the landfill in accordance with Massachusetts Solid Waste Management Regulations.  The landfill closure is also under the jurisdiction of the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) because the site is listed on the National Priorities List (NPL) under the Superfund program.
Cost Sharing Agreement
The City and Aggregate share equally in the assessment and closure costs of the landfill.  This Cost Sharing Agreement was executed by the City and Aggregate in 1998. The original Cost Sharing Agreement provided for the City and Aggregate to share the benefits of the state's low interest State Revolving Fund (SRF) loan program. In 2010 Aggregate and the City agreed Aggregate would not share in further SRF loans.
Closure Status
In 2008 the site was separated for closure purposes into two portions - the Southern Mound and Northern Mound.  The Southern Mound would be capped first.  The capping of the Northern Mound would be completed in a later phase because of the complications related to ecological risk assessment and the lengthy permitting process.  The Northern Mound capping will require extensive stabilization of the Merrimack River bank.
The Southern Mound closure is substantially complete.  This assessment work began in 1999 and construction of the cap completed in 2013.  The final closure or cap is a flexible membrane liner covered with drainage sand, topsoil and grass over the entire 35-acre mound. The top the Southern Mound is a flat plateau providing approximately 7.5 acres for potential post-closure use. (i.e., passive recreation , solar panels, etc.)  The plateau was created by bringing in shaping and grading materials which also provided approximately $1.5 million in value to the City: approximately $625,000 in revenues and $887,346 as a credit against the City's portion of the Southern Mound construction cost.
The recommended corrective action for the 20-acre Northern Mound is to construct a landfill cap similar to the Southern Mound. The status of the key project tasks involved with closing the Northern Mound are as follows:
· Drum removal is complete - 2003 through 2007
· No shaping and grading materials on the Northern Mound -not feasible due to limited capacity
· Environmental  assessment substantially complete
· Submitted ecological risk assessment to DEP and EPA (requires follow-on study)
· Preparation of a draft Corrective Action Alternatives Analysis (CAAA) and Draft Environmental  Impact Report
· Permitting, design and construction - schedule is not yet determined
Upon completion of the closure, future maintenance will include mowing the site once or twice per year, continued environmental monitoring and site maintenance and repairs.
Public Information Program
An information repository remains in effect at the Haverhill Public Library to make information available to the public.  The City's consultant also maintains a website where landfill documents are available for viewing.  Access to this "e-room" is available upon request.
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